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tin Luther Ki ng 's eloquent address at opening of Berlin Festival 

morning September 13, following his signi ng of the olden Book at Berlin 

Ci ty IIall, was primarily eulogy of l ate President Kennedy wit h particular 

emphasis on Kennedy ' s devotion to human r ight s throughout the world and 

specifically to civil rights issue at home . He s poke after GovMayor 

Br andt and f ormer Ambassador James B. Conant. At afternoon appearance 

bef ore esUmated 20,000 attending annual Protes tant retreat (!!i. ~ 

irche ) in West Berlin's outdoor s tadium (Waldbuehne), Ki ng said Berli n 

was symbol of divided humanity. Continued that Berli n also focal point 

around which "wheel of his tory" turns and place where test being made of 

possibility of coexistence between t ~o ideologies which are competing for 

world domination. Emphasis on c i vil rights also strong in t his address, 

in cour se of whibh King said ne oes i n US had been called upon to be 

nation's conscience. 
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At press conference ,,,Iich i ng had given af ternoon .september 12 .. 

most questi ons concerned upcoming US election. King attacked epublican 

candi date and said if Goldwater were electe US negroes would t urn to 

outbreaks of violence hitherto unprecedented . Kin6 said Goldwat er 

candi acy was tlureat to stability i n USA and his el ection would be 

gr eat disillusion to t hose who are carrying out nonviolent struggl e 

for civil r i ts. 

Dr. i ng preached sermon East Berlin Marienkirche Sunday evening 

September 13. Church filled to capaci t y (2000) two hours before service 

began . OVerflow s ent to nearby Sophi e irche w i oh als o s oon fi lled to 

capacity (over 2000). K greeted warmly upon arrival by crowds out side 

iarienkirche . Choir nside s ang e 0 sp1.ri t ual s i his honor. 

i og began ser on y conveying "c i stian greet · s f rom your 

brothers and sisters i n wes t Berlin." oeveral peo l e i n con&Tegation 

sobbed openly . Ii delive~ed essentially arne sermon as he had given 

earlier in West Berlin . i s themes - that "we are all 0 e in Chr i s t 

Jesus" and that fai th over eo s all man- made barriers - had vi s i ble 

i mpact on tense , hushed orowd. 

l ng outlined ne oes' struggle f or c i vi l right s i n such a way that 

Bast Berliners could find i n hj.s description I ch that was appl1.cable to 

their own situat ion . His passages on the r eadiness of negroes to suffer 
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and if necessary die for t h ,ir f aith and his emphasis on common 


struggles, common fa jth and conooon suffering were particularly 


movi to them. 


In East Berlin King deleted from his ser mon se era1 hard-hitting 

attacks on aut mation, big city pol i tical bosses , and police brutality 

t hat he had included in his West Berlin s er mon. "Ne es Deutschland" 

September 14, tn two sentence covera e of event, did, however, seize 

on King's single reference to "Slums, pol ice t error , and exploi t at i oJ 

on Souther planta tiOns." 

King departed rlenltirche shortly before end of service t o g o 

over to Sophienkirche .,here he al.... o addressed aiting congregation . 

He was aocompanied by .l:!:ast Berlin Gener al uperint endent Gerhard.. 

Schmitt of Evangelical Church Berlin-Branden urg and by Ralp Z RN, 
young 

v ~Atnerican pastor r es i dent in Wes t Berl in, who acted as i nterpreter. 

East German press gave no adv ce notice King 's appearance a t 

.·1arienkirche" but announce twas e from ever~ Evangelical church 

pulpit .L>ast Berlin r evtous Bunda . West Berlin paper s Se tel'1ber 13 

and 14 have iven Jo1 visit cons iderable c ver age wi t h main at tention 

to hi s remar ks on Qoldl'later d civil rights 1s ue i n US. T bIoi BZ 
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( i ndep) s ept. 14 has ful l-page inter view, headl i ned "His Weapon s 

Nonvi ol ence ." Afternoon press uept.• 14 features \1 s two appearances 

i n ast Berlin . 

CALHOUN 

100/33/4/ s c 

I.~ft.. ~HW 
'OL :'QOO1 en/EAS : toJl>1Woessner/ dhc 

1815/14 Sept 1964 
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